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PART ONE: LIBERALIZATION AND FACILITATION
SECTION C: ACTIONS IN SPECIFIC AREAS
7. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

OBJECTIVE

APEC economies will ensure adequate and effective
protection, including legislation, administration and
enforcement, of intellectual property rights in the Asia-
Pacific region based on the principles of MFN
treatment, national treatment and transparency as set
out in the TRIPS Agreement and other related

agreements.

GUIDELINES

Each APEC economy will:

a. ensure that intellectual property rights are granted
expeditiously;

b. ensure that adequate and effective civil and
administrative procedures and remedies are available
against infringement of intellectual property rights;
and

c. provide and expand bilateral technical cooperation in
relation to areas such as patent search and
examination, computerization and human resources
development for the implementation of the TRIPS

Agreement and acceleration thereof.

COLLECTIVE ACTIONS

APEC economies will:

a. deepen the dialogue on intellectual property policy
among APEC economies;

b. survey the current status of intellectual property
rights protection in each APEC economy including
the related statutes and corresponding jurisprudence,
administrative guidelines and activities of related
organizations;

c. develop a contact point list of public and business/
private sector experts on intellectual property rights
and a list of law enforcement officers, the latter list

for the purpose of establishing a network to prevent
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cross-border flow of counterfeits;

d. exchange information on well-known trademarks as a
first step in examining the possibility of establishing
an APEC-wide trademark system;

e. exchange information on current intellectual property
rights administrative systems with a view to
simplifying and standardizing administrative systems
throughout the region;

f. study measures, including development of principles,
for the effective enforcement of intellectual property
rights; and

g. implement fully the TRIPS Agreement no later than
January 1, 2000 and examine ways to facilitate

technical cooperation to this end.
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